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Kannadiga towards the creator as a personal God and had*
his faith in the devotional approach to the Almighty
reinforced by greater contact with the Kannada people- The
school of Sivabhakti also might have received a great
impetus in those early times as a result of the Aryo-Dravi-
dian contact. In historical times, Karnataka has made a
rich and varied contribution to the school of Bhakti, a
subject which will be dealt with later.

In respect of the diverse beliefs and forms of worship
of the early Kannadas, the Aryan tried either to discourage
crude superstition or raise it to a higher level by his
sanction and reformation of the same. The worship of Naga
or the serpent, human or animal sacrifice to the deity, the
worship of female deities like Mari and Durgi and spirit
worship are some of the aspects of the original Kannada
faith, which the Aryans came across and refined into a
system.1 The Sastric sanction which now obtains in Karna-
taka to Nagapuja and worship of female deities even among
Brahmins is suggestive of the contribution, made by the
ancient Kannadas towards the variety of religious life ia
India.

The social system, which prevailed among the original
Kannadas, was chiefly matriarchal, traces of which we
obtain in the practices of certain tribes even today. The

1 It, is pointed out that the Mother Goddesses were
worshipped in the Vedic times also (S. SrikanthaSastri; Proto-
-Indic Religion, p, 3) but the worship of female deities,
malevolent or benevolent, as it obtained in ancient Karna-
taka or later is of a different type .with a different ideology